
ploys incompetent examiners or which pays less than $5
for each complete examination. Of the less than 500 who
have not replied directly, half at least have signed local agree¬
ments to the same effect in their own county. In 53 of our
119 counties every doctor in the county has signed a similar
resolution at a formal meeting of the profession of his county;
and in at least 30 other counties every doctor has signed the
state agreement. Owing to the bad roads and winter weather
it has been impossible as yet to get formal meetings within
the few remaining counties, but we feel sure that within six
weeks every doctor in Kentucky, not receiving a salary from
an insurance company, will refuse to make examinations for
less than the minimum fee of $5 established by the State
Association.

The officers and members of our State Association are act¬
ing under the injunction of the preamble of our constitution,
"to guard and foster the material interests of the physicians
of the state." The House of Delegates, in considering the
insurance fee resolutions, acted under the express provision
of Chapter IV, Section 5, of the by-laws, which says: "It
(the House of Delegates) shall consider and advise as to the
material interests of the profession, and of the public, in these
important matters wherein it is dependent on the profession."
Our resolutions and the report of the national committee all
expressly recommend that acceptance of them shall not be
made a test of membership. Many county societies, and some
state associations, have declared that any doctor continuing
to examine for the companies which pay less than the estab¬
lished fee is guilty of dishonorable conduct. This is clearly
within their rights, and surely the officers of the great in¬
surance companies which have reduced the fee, who have been
shown recreant to their trusts, are estopped from quoting our
own rules to prevent us from protecting ourselves and our
profession from their ravages.

Our State Association was familiar with the efforts of our
national committee to effect a compromise on terms which
were most favorable to the insurance companies, and it was
their natural indignation at the rejection of a compromise,
which many of them disapproved, by the great insurance
trust, that caused their action and that has caused its unan¬
imous endorsement. It was explained to our House of Dele¬
gates as, at this time, we were engaged in active warfare
with the nostrum interests, and in perfecting our organization
along other lines, and, at the same time, knowing that the
insurance magnates and their employes were, or ought to be,
busy correcting the abuses Mr. Hughes and his committee
had discovered, our national committee felt that it was wise
and would be acceptable to both interests to offer a compro¬
mise, probably exactly acceptable to neither, but which might
afford a common ground for a present agreement, and which
hereafter might be modified if necessary. The following was
the original offer of our committee:

PROPOSITIONS OF INSURANCE COMPANIES.
1. If desired, through its councilor system, reaching every district

in the United States, and embracing the leading members of the
profession In 2,400 of the more important and populous of the
2,830 counties, the American Medical Association will assist the
insurance companies in selecting only competent and morally re¬
sponsible men as medical examiners.

2. County and other societies and postgraduate and other schools
will be utilized for special courses In life-Insurance work, Involving
both scientific and moral responsibility In medical examinations.

3. Fees for examinations will be restored to former standards
after Jan. 1, 1907 (and that after that date medical examiners
assume the duties and responsibilities, in so far as may be possible,
heretofore performed by inspectors, without further compensation).

As every insurance company in existence now requires a
report on the moral hazard of the risk, it was felt that the
third clause added no duties to the examiners, but that it
would relieve the insurance companies of a great and useless
expense, which is charged in their annual reports to "medical
ewaminations."

At the fall conference, mentioned in the committee's report,it went even further and offered to accept a fee of $3 for ex¬
aminations of $1,000 or less, with a graded fee of $5 and up¬ward for all examinations involving over $1,000. This was pro¬posed by Dr. J. N. McCormack to meet and to test the insist¬
ent plea of the companies, which he did not believe was war¬
ranted, that the cut in fees for the examinations for small
policies was an absolute necessity under the recent New York
laws, as well as to ascertain their wilingness to make anyconcession in the interest of peace. This offer was rejected just
as was the former one, these companies evidently acting in
concert themselves, but without even the pretense of consist¬
ency, demanding that they should be left to deal only with the
helpless individual examiner. The action of the Manhattan
Insurance Company, also of New York (and of many other
great companies of other states doing business there), in de-

clining to reduce its fees, and announcing that it was not made
necessary by the recent legislation in that state, only confirms
the impression held by those best informed that this law was

only taken advantage of to carry out a long concerted plan to
do this injustice to our profession, heretofore defenseless be¬
cause unorganized, and fully justifies our committee in smoking
them out by the offer of a compromise more than fair to them.

All of these facts were presented to our state medical asso¬

ciation, at the Owensboro meeting, and it was largely the re¬

jection of the more than fair compromise offer by the insurance
trust that caused so much righteous indignation among our

members, and made it easy for us to secure the unanimous
and enthusiastic support of the profession in almost every
county in Kentucky.
Medical Societies and the Insurance Examination Fee Question.

The Las Vegas (N. M.) Medical Society unanimously
adopted the following resolutions:

ANNUAL CONTRACT.

Resolved, That the Las Vegas Medical Society con¬
demns as unprofessional the attendance on families,
individuals or societies by annual contract.

LIFE INSURANCE.

Resolved, That after this date the fee charged by
members of the Las Vegas Medical Society for med¬
ical examination of applicants for life insurance with
old-line companies, shall be uniform and in no case less
than $5.

The Clarksdale and Six Counties (Miss.) Medical Society
took action December 5 and a strong effort was made by the
secretary, Dr. James W. Gray, Jr., to have all reputable phy¬
sicians within the jurisdiction of this society, sign them.

The Randolph County (Ark.) Medical Society adopted reso¬
lutions similar to those adopted by the Kentucky State Med¬
ical Association. Under date of December 22, Dr. H. L.
Throgmorton writes:

We think the late ruling of the old-line companies
is unjust to the profession, as well as to the policy
holders,

The Lenoir County (N. C.) Medical Society took action
at its last meeting, held at Kinston, December 7. Secretary
Dr. W. F. Hargrove writes that the following resolution was

No examination for old-line life insurance companies
shall be made for less than five dollars, this sum to be
paid by the insurance company regardless-of urinalysis
or of the amount of the policy.

At the regular meeting of the Mitchell District (S. Dak.)
Medical Society, held September 4, similar action was taken
and resolutions passed.

American Practice of Surgery. A Complete System of the
Science and Art of Surgery by Representative Surgeons of the
United States and Canada. Editors, J. D. Bryant, M.D., and A. H.
Buck, M.D., New York City. Complete in Eight Volumes. Illus-
trated. Vol. 1. Cloth. Pp. 818. Price, $7.00. New York: William
Wood & Co., 1906.

The first volume of this system is introduced with a chapter
on "The Evolution of American Surgery." This contains a
brief but interesting history of the lives, and numerous good
likenesses, of the early surgeons of this country, who helped
to make American surgery what it is to-day. The volume is
subdivided into five parts: "Surgical Pathology," "Complica-
tions and Sequel\l=ae\,""General Surgical Diagnosis," "General
Surgical Treatment," and "General Surgical Prognosis." Noth-
ing shows so well the change in thought which modern
methods of scientific research have brought about, than the
present conception of the import of inflammation. From the
old idea of its being a definite disease to the present idea as
expressed on page 109, that "Inflammation is an exaggeration
of normal body functions\p=m-\astruggle for protection and self\x=req-\
preservation"\p=m-\andthat it is "essentially adaptive, protective
and reparative"\p=m-\isa great step forward. The chapter on
"Disturbances of Nutrition" includes hypertrophy, atrophy,
the various degenerations, infiltrations, necrobiosis and
necrosis, ulcération and caries, hyperemia, congestion, altera-
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tions of the blood and suppuration. Most of the topics are

sufficiently well covered, others find but brief mention, for in¬
stance: "The Nature and Origin of Pus." "The Varieties of
Pus." "The Forms of Suppuration" and "The Results of Sup¬
puration" are all included in three pages of text.

In the chapter on "Tumors and Tumor Formations," we find
the elaborate classification of Adami adopted. One is rather
startled at first to read of "epihylomata," "mesolepidomata,"
etc., but when one learns that they are the same old tumors
with but a new name, confidence is soon restored. The general
characteristics and clinical features of the various tumors
are well depicted and most of the illustrations are new and
taken from the author's own collection. Separate chapters
are devoted to the "Theories of Tumor Formation" and to the
"Parasitical Relations of Cancer." The latter is an interest¬
ing exposition of the facts thus far brought to light, but
nothing positive can yet be claimed by the exponents of this
theory.

Part II on "Complications and Sequela?," treats of wound
infections, septicemia, pyemia, erysipelas and tetanus. Con¬
cerning the latter infection, the author, with wisdom, strongly
recommends the prophylactic use of an approved antitetanic
serum in all cases which experience has shown are particularly
liable to inoculation with the tetanus germ. In the excellent
chapter on "Surgical Shock," the very valuable experimental
work of Crile is freely drawn on.

Part III on "General Surgical Diagnosis," takes up the sub¬
ject of surgical diagnosis, including the examination of the
body fluids and the use of the ¡c-ray in a comprehensive and
practical manner, such as has not heretofore been done in a

work of this kind, while part IV takes up "General Surgical
Treatment" in the same practical manner, and part V "Gen¬
eral Surgical Prognosis."

The volume is well gotten up; the paper firm and heavy;
the type large and readable, and the illustrations clear and
well selected. If the other seven columes follow in the foot¬
steps of the present one, the whole work can not help but
be a most valuable one to all who are in any way concerned
with the practice of surgery.

A Text-Book of Elementary Analytical Chemistry, Quali-
tative and Volumetric. By J. H. Long, M.S., Sc.D., Professor of
Chemistry and Director of the Chemical Laboratories in the North-
western University Medical School. Third edition, revised and en-
larged. Cloth. Pp. 299. Price, $1.25 net. Philadelphia: P. Blak-
iston's Son & Co., 1906.

The author's long experience as a teacher and his reputa-
tion as a chemist are sufficient evidence that the contents of
this book are well chosen to lay a broad foundation for the
study of analytical chemistry. Of new matter contained in
this third edition, the chapter on "Generalities on Reactions
in Solution" is especially interesting. Here the author dis-
cusses in a clear, concise and non-technical way the influences
which chemical equilibrium, solubility products, hydrolysis,
etc., have on reactions. A short chapter on the theory of
indicators has also been added. Here the modern theories for
indicators are outlined, phenolphthalein and methyl-orange
being used as illustrations.

In this connection, it should be stated that, although Pro-
fessor Long teaches chemistry to students of medicine, the
book is not written especially for medical students. Pro-
fessor Long takes the ground that the elementary courses of
chemistry given to medical students should not differ from
those given in colleges, generally.

His textbooks of "Elementary Analytical Chemistry" and
"Elements of General Chemistry" are not intended, therefore,
for medical students as a class, but for students in general.
The criticisms contained in the review of the latter book
(The Journal  .  .  ., Oct. 13, 1906, page 214), therefore,
are not pertinent since they were based on the assumption
that the book was written especially for medical students.

Green's Encyclopedia and Dictionary of Medicine and Sur-
gery. Vols. I and II. AAC-BRA, BRE-EAR. Cloth. Pp. 538 and
528. Price, $5.00 per volume. London, England: William Green
& Sons.

This work is at once a dictionary of medical terms and an

encyclopedia of medical science. The encyclopedic articles are
those of the "Encyclopedia Medica" brought down to date by

the addition of bracketed paragraphs where recent advances in
medical knowledge have rendered it necessary. These articles
are written by some of the leaders of British medicine and
must be accorded authoritative rank. The dictionary articles
are mainly the work of the editor, J. W. Ballantyne, and con-
sist of definitions of medical terms, cross references to the
more extensive articles where the subject is treated in detail,
or, in short articles descriptive of medicines, etc. Proprietary
remedies are described briefly without reference to their manu-
facturers. The information thus given will be useful. If the
other volumes maintain the grade set by these two the work
will prove a useful addition to encyclopedias of medicine. The
work is well printed and illustrated.

Thirteenth Annual Report of the Craig Colony for
Epileptics at Sonyea, N. Y. Adopted by the managers, Oct. 9,
1906. Paper. Pp. 106. 25 Illustrations.

This report is a well printed booklet of over 100 pages and
is profusely illustrated, showing all sides of colony life. A
special section is devoted to scientific papers and reports made
up of articles contributed by members of the medical staff.
The amount of surgical work done at Sonyea is evidently con-
siderable as anesthetics were given 172 times during the year.
The book describes also a modern hydrotherapeutic plant that
has been installed and is proving a valuable feature in the
treatment of certain types of epilepsy. Much information of
a general character is given. The fact that the colony em-
braces 1,895 acres of land, with 76 houses and a population of
about 1,300; the net per capita cost of keeping patients and
a general description of life in the colony, all go to make
instructive and interesting reading.

The American Illustrated Medical Dictionary. A new and
Complete Dictionary of the Terms Used in Medicine, Surgery, Den-
tistry, Pharmacy, Chemistry, and the Kindred Branches, with
their Pronunciation, Derivation, and Definition, including much col-
lateral Information of an Encyclopedic Character. By W. A. N.
Dorland, A.M., M.D. Fourth edition, revised and enlarged. Flex-
ible Morocco. Pp. 836. Price, $4.50 net. Philadelphia: W. B.
Saunders Company, 1906.

In this edition over 2,000 new words have been added and
nearly all the tables have been amplified. Among the added
illustrations are six colored plates showing appendicitis in
various form; the Leishman-Donovan bodies; diphtheria of
the lips and of the pharynx; Koplik's spots in measles and the
appearance of the throat in that disease; and the kidney in
various forms of nephritis.

Student Aids Series. Consisting of: Aids to Physiology. By
P. T. B. Beale, F.R.C.S. Cloth. Pp. 239. Price, $1.25 net. Aids
to Surgical Diagnosis, by H. W. Carson, F.R.C.S. Cloth. Pp. 140.
Price, $1.00 net. Aids to Surgery. By J. Cunning, M.B., B.S.,
F.R.C.S. Cloth. Pp. 394. Price, $1.25 net. Aids to Chemistry.
By T. A. Henry, D.Sc. Cloth. Pp. 316. Price, $1.25 net. Aids
to Gynecology. By A. S. Gubb, M.D., M.R.C.S. Cloth. Pp. 136.
Price, $1.00 net. Aids to Obstetrics. By S. Nall, B.A., M.B.,
D.P.H. Cloth. Pp. 145. Price, $1.00 net. New York: William
Wood & Co.

This is not a new series, although new volumes have been
added to it, such as those on surgery, physiology, surgical
diagnosis and chemistry. The general value of the works
previously issued has been maintained in the additions so that
the series is valuable to those who are preparing for examina-
tions.

Association News

Transactions of the Section on Pharmacology and Therapeutics
Chicago, Dec. 24, 1906.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Thepublication of the papers presented to
the Section at the last annual session is now nearly com-

pleted. Since the transactions are of unusual interest, com-

prising largely subjects pertaining to the investigation and
reformation of the materia medica, the complete transactions
will be found in a volume and offered to the members of the
Association at $1.00 a copy, which is less than cost. Since
it is necessary to know how many copies to print as soon as

possible, every one desiring a copy is requested to advise the
secretary and to remit at once.

C. S. N. Hallberg, Secretary.
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